
Dylan Thomas script and letter penned just weeks before 
his death to be sold off 

A letter written by Dylan Thomas 

The letter is included as the last one written by Thomas in Paul Ferris, Collected Letters of Dylan 
Thomas and, apart from two telegrams dated October 17 and 25, was his final communication. 
Other items in the sale include a hand-written draft of Thomas' surrealist piece Prologue to an 
Adventure, letters to Caitlin and a broadcast script of Under Milk Wood. 

Thought to date from 1935 Prologue is a recasting of The Pilgrim's Progress and ostensibly describes 
a young man's road to perdition. 
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Script from the poet's last ever BBC broadcast and letter to President of Laugharne's medieval 
Corporation up for sale A letter written by Dylan Thomas 

They are the poignant reminders of the last few weeks in the life of the man regarded as Wales' 
greatest ever poet. 

A letter left undelivered excusing his absence from a breakfast meeting and the script for his final 
BBC broadcast are among memorabilia of Dylan Thomas' life being sold next month. 

The typescript, with Thomas' handwritten last minute revisions of his final broadcast A Visit to 
America, was recorded on October 5, 1953 - a month before he slipped into a coma. 

The undelivered letter, which along with the script will be sold at a Bonhams auction on June 18, was 
addressed to D. Clifford Roberts, the Portreeve of Laugharne. 


The Portreeve is the elected President of Laugharne's medieval Corporation, the only surviving one 
in the UK apart from in London. The election is marked by the Portreeve's breakfast and Thomas 
was writing to apologise that he would be unable to attend the event because he was going to 
America 

The letter is included as the last one written by Thomas in Paul Ferris, Collected Letters of Dylan 
Thomas and, apart from two telegrams dated October 17 and 25, was his final communication. 
Other items in the sale include a hand-written draft of Thomas' surrealist piece Prologue to an 
Adventure, letters to Caitlin and a broadcast script of Under Milk Wood. 

Thought to date from 1935 Prologue is a recasting of The Pilgrim's Progress and ostensibly describes 
a young man's road to perdition. 



Thomas' broadcast was scheduled for November 22, but postponed because it was the day of his 
funeral. It was eventually transmitted on March 30, 1954. On the surface A Visit to America is said to 
be peppered with Thomas' trademark wit, but contains an undercurrent of desperate self-awareness 
of the poetry reading showman he had become. 

Thomas wrote the letter to Roberts in the Boat House at Laugharne where he spent the last four 
years of his life. 

He had been a regular visitor to the town since 1934 and also lived there after marrying wife Caitlin 
in 1938. 

The customs and people of Laugharne are considered to be a major influence on one of his best 
known works, Under Milk Wood, although much of this play was written elsewhere. 

Though Thomas addressed the envelope either in Laugharne or London, notes scribbled on it in 
another's handwriting suggest he had left it to someone else to post and it was never delivered. 





Poet Dylan Thomas pictured at his flat in Chelsea, London, 1945. 


Watch Do Not Go Gentle as you've never heard it before 

In total the lots, being sold on behalf of Thomas' relatives, are expected to fetch up to £41,500. 

Jeff Towns, 65, who ran Dylan's Bookstore in Swansea for 40 years, said though some have 
suggested Thomas was drying up before he died the Visit to America manuscript shows he remained 
creative. 

He said: "When you look at these kind of things you realise he was thinking about what was going on 
in the future and what he was going to do and still writing remarkable things." The letter is included 
as the last one written by Thomas in Paul Ferris, Collected Letters of Dylan Thomas and, apart from 
two telegrams dated October 17 and 25, was his final communication. 

Other items in the sale include a hand-written draft of Thomas' surrealist piece Prologue to an 

Adventure, letters to Caitlin and a broadcast script of Under Milk Wood. 

Thought to date from 1935 Prologue is a recasting of The Pilgrim's Progress and ostensibly describes 
a young man's road to perdition. 

1 Comments 91 days ago 

This Century :Still no women allowed »> ???? isn't that the story?? 

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/dylan-thomas-script-letter-penned-7166622 

Watch this amazing video of Welsh stars reading Dylan Thomas' most famous poem 

For sale: Dylan Thomas's 'shack at the end of the cliff' 

Part pub crawl, part guidebook: It's a walking tour of Dylan Thomas' New York 

Devoted to Dylan: Just who are the famous fans of the Swansea bard? 

Dylan Thomas: From Laugharne to New York, the places that made him 









Dylan Thomas with son Llewelyn, daughter Aeronwy, Mrs Florence Thomas, his mother, his son Colm 
and his wife Caitlin at Laugharne, 1953 



Seaview, Dylan's former home in Laugharne 


















A Dylan Thomas Trail blue plaque on The Seahorse Inn 



Dylan Thomas' former writing shed in Laugharne 







Dylan Thomas' former writing shed on the cliff top path between 
Laugharne Village and The Boathouse 



Dylan Thomas' play 'Under Milk Wood' was inspired by New Quay residents 
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A view across the estuary in Laugharne made famous by Dylan Thomas 



Dylan Thomas with Caitlin and his mother on a beach in Gower 
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Dylan's wife Caitlin poses nude for photographer Nora Summers 










Dylan at his local Chelsea pub 
















Funeral of Dylan Thomas at Laugharne in 1953 



Pallbearers carry Dylan's coffin from the boathouse in Laugharne 
















Dylan's widow Caitlin with daughter Aeronwy, 23, 
and son Colm, 16, in London in 1966 



A plaque at the Chelsea Hotel, New York, commemorating the death of Dylan Thomas 








